
          OPENING:

Begin with prayer. Ask the Holy Spirit to help your group not only understand the gospel—but to be
reshaped by it as individuals and as the Church.

              UPDATES, INFORMATION & OPPORTUNITIES:

See the included information to provide any important updates and opportunities pertinent to your
group. This is a great way to ensure your group stays up-to-date and informed on when and what things
are happening in the church.

         THE WEEKLY RUNDOWN:

This is an opportunity to orient your group to the series, topic and passage for the week. 

         GROUP DISCUSSION GUIDE:

This provides detailed talking points along with key areas of focus to help assist your group discussion
time.

         WEEKLY MESSAGE NOTES:

Weekly message notes are included to help for your reference to help assist during your group discussion  

         CLOSING ENCOURAGEMENT & PRAYER

Take this time to provide your group with a brief final recap, some encouragement or helpful takeaways
from your time together that they can apply practically throughout the week. Be sure to close in prayer,
providing opportunities for individual prayer requests or ways that your group can be praying for one
another throughout the week. 

        DON’T FORGET!

Be sure to submit attendance & let us know of any changes for your group!

LEADER GUIDE
SEPTEMBER 26 & 27, 2026

THE ENCOUNTER PROJECT
We believe God is building something beautiful at Wellspring. For detailed information, vision,
and FAQs, direct your group to: https://thewellspring.church/encounter

https://thewellspring.church/encounter-project/


https://rock.thewellspring.church/upcoming-events

CURRENT & UPCOMING EVENTS:

FALL FEST - (FORMERLY TRUNK OR TREAT)

October 30, 2026 - 3:30pm - 9:00pm

Help Us Make Fall Fest Unforgettable! 🎃🚗🍬

We’re looking for 100 cars to help make this an incredible night for thousands of kids & families.

The role is simple—and FUN!

🚗 Bring your car

 🎃 Decorate your trunk

 🍬 Hand out candy to kids

 ❤️ Help create a welcoming and memorable experience for families

We’ll provide the candy—you bring your car, your creativity, and your willingness to have some

fun! You can go all-out with an amazing trunk display or keep it simple. Either way, your

participation will help us create a night that families will remember.

Grab your Small Group, decorate some trunks, and let’s serve together! Imagine 60+ cars filling

the lot with creativity, laughter, and lots of candy. 🎃🍬

TUESDAY MENS AND WOMENS FALL QUARTER

Begining October 6 and ending December 8

Let's study the Gospel of Luke! In Following Jesus Together, we’ll spend nine weeks walking
through the Gospel of Luke and discovering what it means to become the kind of woman who
trusts Jesus, finds her identity in Him, chooses obedience over comfort, lives with Kingdom
priorities, practices surrender, stands firm, and lives on mission. This isn’t just about learning
more about Jesus—it’s about letting His Word change the way we live. We’ll study Scripture,
have honest conversations, pray for one another, and take our next steps together.

CHRIST IN THE CHAOS

Week 4 - The Chaos of Manhood (1 Corinthians 16:13-14)

Week 5 - The Chaos of Womanhood (Proverbs 31:25-31; Titus 2:3-5)

Week 6 - The Chaos of Technology (1 Corinthians 6:12; Daniel 12:4)

Week 7 - The Chaos of Witchcraft: Crystals, Demons & Astrology (Deuteronomy 18:9-12)

Week 8 - The Chaos of the Immigrant (Leviticus 19:33-34; Deuteronomy 10:18-19)

OPPORTUNITIES
SEPTEMBER 26 & 27, 2026



        SERMON SUMMARY:

Some sermons are tougher than others. And this one is tough. Perhaps one of the most pervasive shifts
that have happened in Christian culture is the embrace of unmarried couples living together. Yet
historically, this idea was always heralded as antithetical to the Bible and the witness of Jesus. What
changed? In a world where everyone does what is right in their own eyes, we shouldn’t be too surprised. 

What is cohabitation?

And why, especially when the Bible does not explicitly speak of it, is it wrong and unhealthy for us?
Cultural norms say intimacy can come without commitment. But God’s Word is clear: the body is the
temple of the Spirit, and marriage is to be honored. This message challenged couples to God’s better way,
offering next steps for counseling, discipleship, and purity.

Sermon Series: Christ in the Chaos
Title: The Chaos of Cohabitation
Passage: 1 Corinthians 6:12–20; Hebrews 13:4 (ESV)
Speakers: Pastor Ricky Jenkins

          ICEBREAKER:

1.If you could referee any sport or game, which one would you pick and why?
2.What is one piece of relationship advice you heard growing up that stuck with you?
3.What is a small habit that slowly became a big part of your life before you noticed?

        SCRIPTURE OBSERVATION:

Read 1 Corinthians 6:12–20; Hebrews 13:4 (ESV) together.

Notice how Paul builds his case. He does not treat the body as a mere object, or as a problem to
manage. He gives it dignity. The body has a purpose, since it is "for the Lord" (v. 13). It has a future,
since God will raise it up (v. 14). It has a resident, the Holy Spirit (v. 19). Because we were bought
with a price, we glorify God with our bodies (v. 20).

RUNDOWN
SEPTEMBER 26 & 27, 2026



            DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

(Choose the questions most helpful for your group. You do not need to cover all of them.)

1.What stood out to you from the Scripture passages?

2.What stood out to you from the message?

3.Where do you feel the most pressure to wear the culture's jersey instead of your referee stripes?

4.Why do you think "clarity is kindness" when we talk about a sensitive topic like cohabitation?

5.How does seeing marriage as a covenant of promise, not a contract, reshape how you view commitment?

6. If marriage is meant to reflect God's love, what does that mean for singles, couples, and families?

7.Of the reasons people give for living together, which one feels most convincing today, and why?

8.Paul says our bodies have a purpose, a future, and a resident.  Which truth challenges you most?

9.How does the idea that sex renews a covenant, rather than tests one, reshape how we view dating?

10.What is one practical way our group can hold marriage in honor and support couples taking next steps?

        GENERAL REFLECTION & APPLICATION:

This message was not about shame. It was about clarity offered in love. Culture says intimacy can come
without commitment, but God offers a better way. Marriage is a covenant that shows the world what He is
like, and our bodies belong to Him. Wherever you are, the next step starts with honesty before Jesus. For
some, that means repentance. For others, it means a decision, a wedding date, or reaching out for
counseling and discipleship. Name one step this week and invite someone to walk it with you.

         CLOSE IN PRAYER

Pray for couples who are living together to find courage and a clear next step.
Pray for married couples to reflect God's love faithfully, even in hard seasons.
Pray for anyone carrying regret to receive God's grace and forgiveness.
Pray for singles and dating couples to honor God with their bodies.
Pray for Wellspring to speak truth with love and walk alongside those taking steps.

DISCUSSION GUIDE
SEPTEMBER 26 & 27, 2026
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